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Character summations 

 
 
 
Elwood P. Dowd - (35-50) a charming and articulate man, Elwood is  accompanied 
regularly by his good friend, Harvey, who is invisible to most of the rest of the characters 
in the show. 
 
Veta Louise Simmons -  (35-45) the younger sister of Elwood, Veta is more concerned 
with elevating the status of herself and her daughter than with almost anything else. 
 
Myrtle Mae Simmons - (1 8-23) the daughter of Veta and niece of Elwood, Myrtle is 
ready to be a young woman and not the child that her mother thinks she still is. 
 
Miss Johnson - a maid in the Dowd family home 
 
Mrs. Ethel Chauvenet - (60- older)Aunt to both Elwood and Veta,  She is the woman of 
status and sophistication that Veta aspires to emulate. 
 
Nurse Ruth Kelly - (20-30)  the head nurse and assistant to Dr.'s Chumley and 
Sanderson.  She is more than just a pretty face, though that seems to be all that most 
notice 
 
Dr. Lyman Sanderson - (30-45) a younger psychiatrist striving to become the next lead 
physician for Chumley's Rest.  
 
Dr. William Chumley - (50 - 65) The lead psychiatrist at Chumley's Rest, somewhat 
easily excited in spite of his training. 
 
Betty Chumley - (30-65) the wife of Dr. William Chumley ... possible trophy wife? 
 
Duane Wilson - (30-40) an orderly at Chumley's Rest, the muscle behind the operation  
 
Judge Gaffney - (45-60) semi retired legal counsel to the Dowd family and a longtime 
family friend.  Could be either male or female 
 
Cabbie - (any age) a good natured blue collar sort, could be either male or female 


